
Monday 30th September 2019  
 
 
RE: Simon James Phillips 
 
 
To whom it concerns,  
 
My name is Julian Day and I am a composer, artist and broadcaster. For nearly two 
decades I was the new music specialist for ABC Classic, Australia’s national classical music 
radio station. I am currently based at Columbia University’s School of the Arts in New York.  
 
I have been following Simon’s work since interviewing him and featured his solo piano 
album CHAIR on my program New Music Up Late in 2014. On hearing CHAIR, I was 
immediately struck by its sonic beauty, conceptual focus and thoughtful approach to the 
recording process. I still often revisit the album and have since sought out a number of 
Simon’s other compositions both through my curatorial work and out of personal interest. 
 
Simon is active in many areas as a musician and composer, working across various genres 
and disciplines. His works stems from a unique curiosity supported by an advanced artistry 
and musicality. The resulting compositions and performances exhibit structural and spatial 
qualities that are highly distinctive and exhibit a refined sonic sensibility. Simon is a distinct 
and compelling voice in the Australian, and international, music worlds. He deserves to be 
heard widely and to continue making his mark with the greatest support available. 
 
Simon’s proposed project is very exciting. Whilst ambitious, it is the logical next step for this 
point in his career. He will greatly benefit from completing a major project that can be 
distributed and disseminated widely. Albums of this nature are exactly what I like to buy and 
listen to, repeatedly, as such extended projects are rare. A project of this ambition requires 
significant resources, so the investment of the Australia Council is essential.  
 
I trust that you will consider Simon’s project with enthusiasm and encouragement.  
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Julian Day 
 
School of the Arts 
Columbia University 
 
julian@julianday.com 
day.julian@columbia.edu  
 
www.julianday.com 
 
 


